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close to the end of its work that it appointed a Committee of
Style to put into final order the articles so far agreed to.1 The
members were Johnson of Connecticut, Hamilton of New York,
Gouverneur Morris of Pennsylvania, Madison of Virginia, and
King of Massachusetts. The Convention sat on Monday, but on
Tuesday met only to adjourn because the committee was not
yet ready to report. On Wednesday, Johnson, as chairman, pre-
sented a draft which except for a few slight changes was to be
the Constitution of the United States.2

Particular credit for the drafting appears to belong to Gouver-
neur Morris. Long afterward, in December 1814, Morris wrote
that the Constitution "was written by the fingers, which write
this letter."* Madison in April 1831 wrote that "the -finish given
to the style and arrangement of the Constitution fairly belongs
to the pen of Mr. Morris." As Madison remembered it, Johnson
and the other members of the committee had entrusted the actual
writing to Morris, though of course all the rest had to concur.
Wilson, in December 1787, was credited by Baldwin of Georgia
with having been joined with Morris in "the last arrangement and
composition"; and in March 1828, Timothy Pickering said in a
letter: "James Wilson once told me that after the Constitution
had been finally settled, it was committed to him to be critically
examined respecting its style, in order that the instrument might
appear with the most perfect precision and accuracy of lan-
guage.3* In these accounts there is no essential conflict Most
drafting committees assign the work of the original draft to one
member, and then go over it The choice in this case fell to
Gouverneur Morris, the ready speaker and gifted writer. But
King, Johnson, and Madison, as well as Wilson, shared the re-
sponsibility and had to be satisfied with the final version, prob-
ably not without alterations at various points.

The most striking addition made by the Committee of Style
was to the Preamble. As drafted by the Committee of Detail, and
adopted by the Convention on August 7, this had read: **We
the people of the States of New Hampshire," and all the others,
including Ehode Island, "do ordain, declare, and establish the
following Constitution for the Government of Ourselves and our
Posterity." As drafted by the Committee of Style it now read:

1 See Appendix 8.

2 See Appendix 9.